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pression that tie author's purpose was to divide the sec-
ond series also between his old rival in Albemarle Street,
of whom his jealousy was always sensitive, and his neigh-
bor Blackwood, whom, if there had been no other grudge,
the recent conduct and rapidly increasing sale of his
Magazine would have been sufficient to make Constable
hate with a perfect hatred. To see not only his old
"Scots Magazine" eclipsed, but the authority of the
Edinburgh Review itself bearded on its own soil by this
juvenile upstart, was to him gall and wormwood; and,
moreover, he himself had come in for his share in some
of those grotesque j&m & esprit by which, at this period,
Blackwood's young Tory wags delighted to assail their
elders and betters of the Whig persuasion. To prevent
the proprietor of this new journal from acquiring any-
thing lie a hold on the author of Waverley, and thus
competing with himself not only in periodical literature,
but in the highest of the time, was an object for which,
as John Ballantyne shrewdly guessed, Constable would
have made at that moment almost any sacrifice. When,
therefore, the haughty but trembling bookseller— "The
Lord High Constable " (as he had been dubbed by these
jesters) — signified his earnest hope that the second Tales
of my Landlord were destined to come out tinder the
same auspices with Kob Eoy, the plenipotentiary an-
swered with an air of deep regret, that he feared it would
be impossible for the author to dispose of the work —
unless to publishers who should agree to take with it the
whole of the remaining stock of "John Ballantyne and
Co.;" and Constable, pertinaciously as he had stood out
against many more modest propositions of this nature,
was so worked upon by his jealous feelings, that his reso-
lution at once gave way. He agreed on the instant to
do all that John seemed to shrink from asking — and at
one sweep cleared the Augean stable in Hanover Street
of unsalable rubbish to the amount of £5270! I am
assured by his surviving partner, that when he had finally

